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1. COMPREHENSION  

Read the passage below and then answer the questions that follow. (20 marks) 

Biko and his family lived in a tiny house in the black township outside King William's Town. 

One night, Biko was working late on an article for Woods to be printed in the Daily Dispatch 

under another name. Suddenly, Ntsiki whispered a warning. Biko stopped writing and they both 

listened. 

"There's someone out there with a torch," Ntsiki whispered. 

At that moment, someone banged loudly on the front door. 

Biko gathered up the papers he was working on and Ntsiki took away the pen. According to the 

banning order, he was not allowed to write anything, not even a letter. 

Biko went to the front door and opened it a crack, pretending to look sleepy. Lemick, the local 

detective, was there with Biko's two regular 'minders'. 

"Yes?" Bikogrowled, pretending he had just woken up. 

"We have orders to search your house for dangerous documents," Lemick said aggressively. 

Biko nodded coolly. Then he smiled at the two regular security police. "They're keeping you 

boys up late," he said sympathetically. 

Lemick was annoyed by this familiarity. "Just open the door!" 

Biko yawned. "Do you have a warrant?" 

Lemick, even more annoyed, pulled the document from his pocket and waved it in front of 

Biko's face. 

"Good," said Biko, in the same sleepy manner. "Bring it to the window over there and I'll read 

it." And he shut the door and locked it. 

Lemick was angry, but he decided he would look like a fool if he asked the two security 

policemen to break down the door. Sighing heavily, he walked to the side window. In the house, 

Biko made a quick search and gave another paper to Ntsiki, who was holding her younger son, 

Samora, in her arms. Then Biko went over to the window and opened it at the top. 

"I'll need your torch," he said, yawning again. 

One of the 'minders' stepped forward and shone his torch on the warrant. Biko began to read, 

pretending to study each word. Behind his back, Ntsiki had put a baby's nappy on their bed, 

laying the papers on top of it. Gently, she lifted the sleeping Samora on to the papers and 

fastened the extra nappy on. Samora did not wake. 

At the window, Biko reached the bottom of the first page and looked up at Lemick. "Fine," he 

said. "Turn the page, please." 
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Lemick stared angrily at Biko. "Could you read a little faster?" 

Biko continued to read each word. Behind him, Nstiki coughed, a sign she had finished. She 

picked up Samora, with his double nappy, and held him against her shoulder. 

Finally, Biko nodded. "Well, it's all in order, but you won't find any papers in my house." 

Lemick folded the document and put it back in his pocket. "We shall see." 

Biko started to shut the window. "As soon as my wife is properly dressed, I’ll let you come in." 

Lemick was angry. He went back to the door and banged loudly on it. 

Slowly, Biko opened the door. "Sssh," he whispered. "Don't wake the children.” 

There was only one oil lamp burning, so Lemick and the two other men used their torches to 

search the tiny house: a bookcase, the beds, the pots and pans, the cooker. They pulled the covers 

off the sleeping Nkosinathi and passed their hands under his bed. Ntsiki and Biko watched. 

"I told you there were no papers," Biko remarked. 

Lemick looked around angrily. He stared at Biko and then at Ntsiki. 

"It's a crime they send you people out on these useless jobs," Bikosai sympathetically. 

Lemick stared at Biko again, not sure if he was joking, but his face looked serious. Lemick 

sighed and nodded to the two 'minders'. He followed them to the door. "We'll be back," he said 

loudly. 

"Sssh," Biko whispered, nodding towards the sleeping Samora. 

Lemick paused and then closed the door quietly. Steve turned to Ntsiki. She was laughing 

silently. She patted Samora's nappy. "I think we had better rescue" these," she whispered. 

And they both gasped with silent laughter.  

From Cry Freedom (Simplified Edition) by John Brilley, Oxford University Press. 

 

QUESTIONS  

(a) Why did Biko plan to have his article printed under a different name?  (2 marks) 

 

 

(b) Explain what the police had come to do at Biko's house. (2 marks) 

 

 

 

 

(c) Why was Biko pretending to be sleepy? (1 mark) 
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(d) How can we tell that Biko was not a rich man? (2 marks) 

(e) Why did Biko ask the 

police to take the warrant to the window? (1 mark) 

 

 

 

(f) Why do you think the word 'minders' is put between inverted commas? (2 marks) 

 

 

 

(g) "It's a crime they send you people out on these useless jobs," Biko said sympathetically. 

Do you think Biko was sincere in his sympathies? Explain your answer. (3 marks) 

 

 

 

 

(h) Lemick was angry. He 

went back to the door and banged loudly on it. (Rewrite, 

begin: So angry . . . )  ( I  mark) 

 

 

 

(i) What does Ntiski mean 

by 'I think we had better rescue these'? (2 marks) 

 

 

 

(j) Explain the meanings of the following words as used in the passage.    (4 marks) 

(a)  Growled 

 

  

(b) 'Minders' 

 

  

(c) Warrant 
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(d) Rescue 

 

 

2. ORAL LITERATURE (20 MARKS) 

Read the following narrative and answer the questions that follow 

Hare, Elephant and Hippo 

One day Hare, popularly known as OgilaNyakarondo, met Elephant on his way to the forest. 

As Hare is a cunning and clever animal, he wanted to fool Elephant on some issue. He started 

talking to Elephant: ‘Elephant my brother, good morning. What is the matter? Why are you 

walking all alone like that my friend? Why don’t you ask me to walk along with you through 

the forest?’ 

After they had walked together for some time Hare said, ‘Elephant my brother, I want to go 

on a rope-puling contest with you. I know that I can defeat you miserably, for I am stronger 

than you. ‘Elephant replied, ‘Iiii! OgilaNyakarondo, you are too small to contest with me. 

You are playing about, my brother. Think twice.’ 

They then planned to go on a contest the next day in the forest, but Elephant went laughing 

thinking that Ogila could do nothing to him. 

The same day, Ogila met with Hippo and started talking to him saying, ‘Hippo my brother, I 

want you to contest with me one of these days. We shall pull a rope across the forest and see 

who will be the winner.’ Hippo said, ‘Don’t play with me, Hare my brother. You are just too 

small to contest with me.’  He made the same plan, just as he had planned with Elephant to 

pull the rope in the contest across the forest. 

The next morning, Hippo and Elephant went to each side of the forest thinking that they were 

going to contest with Hare.  They started pulling the rope. Meanwhile, Hare was sitting on a 

high hill looking at what was happening below. He sang a song to taunt Elephant and Hippo. 

As he sang, Hippo and Elephant pulled even harder. They pulled and pulled and got very 

tired.  At dusk, they almost fainted and stopped pulling. 

Hare immediately ran to Elephant and asked, ‘Am I not great?’Elephant told Hare, ‘Oh Hare 

my brother, I have agreed that you are really great. I have had it tough the whole day.’ 
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Hare then ran to Hippo and told him the same thing he had told Elephant. Hippo wondered at 

the strength of Hare and said, ‘Hare my brother, I have just realized that you are very strong. 

In fact you should be the King of the jungle.’ Hare went away merrily playing his guitar. 

 

(Adapted from African Oral Literature for Schools by Jane Nandwa and Austin Bukenya, 

Longman Kenya.) 

a) With clear illustrations, classify this narrative –2 marks 

 

 

b) What kind of people in your society are represented by Hare and Elephant. Explain your 

answer-4mks 

 

 

 

 

c) Basing your answer on what happens, if Elephant was your friend, what would you advise 

him so that he does not find himself in a similar situation in future?-3mks  

 

 

 

d) How does Hare entice Elephant and Hippo to participate in the contest? 2mks 

 

 

e)  Give two things you can learn from this narrative about the  community it comes from.-

4mks 

 

 

 

f) Give two features that make you know that this is an oral narrative.2mks 
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g) Hare then ran to Hippo and told him the same thing he had told Elephant. (Rewrite in present 

tense). 1mk 

 

h) He sang a song to taunt Elephant and Hippo. Why do the words hippo and elephant begin 

with capital letters?-2mks 

 

 

 

3. NOVEL: Blossoms of the Savannah by  H R Ole Kulet. (25 Marks) 

 Read the excerpt below and answer the questions that follow 

You are mad!” Resian screamed at him. You are stark mad if you think I am your wife. I can 

only be your wife over my dead body. Yes, you and my father can kill me and carry my dead 

body to your palatial home.”  

He was stunned by those harsh words. He winced as if he had been struck. Then already harsh 

line of his mouth tightened and he stood tense for a moment. Then he relaxed and watched her 

mockingly. “You can never escape Resian,” he repeated quietly, smiling. The very normality of 

his voice as he spoke those monstrous words was most shocking and disturbing to her. Whether 

you scream your heart out, or jump into the deep sea, Resian, you are mine. You are my wife 

from now henceforth” 

“I want to go now.” Resian announced angrily shuddering with disgust and terror. 

“You want to go?” he asked, the contemptuous quiet of his voice a menace by itself.” Go! You 

want to be persuaded, coaxed and pampered to marry OloisudoriLonkiyaa? Sorry I will not do 

that!  If you want to go, please yourself. You may opt to go, but when you are mine, you will do 

as I please. No one plays games with Oloisudori. Ask your father, he will tell you.” 

“Stop it! Stop it! Resian screamed excruciatingly pained by the disdainful remarks of Oloisudori. 

Putting her hands over her ears, she made a dash for the door. He made no effort to stop her but 

she flung it open and turned to glare at him with tearful eyes 

You are mad! She screamed again sobbingly. “You are stark mad!  You hear me?  You are 

nothing but ol-ushuushi.”  She walked away and as she did so, she heard his soft laughter behind 

her. 

a) Say what happensjust before this excerpt. (3mks) 
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b) How is Oloisudori portrayed in this excerpt? (4mks) 

 

 

c) Describe the feeling of Resian in this excerpt(3mks). 

 

 

 

 

 

d)  From other areas of the novel, state other crimes that are practiced by Oloisudori. (3mks) 

 

 

 

 

 

e) Identify one feature of style used in the last paragraph of this extract and show its 

effectiveness.( 3mks) 

 

 

 

 

 

f) Mention and explain one theme that comes out in this extract.(3mks) 

 

 

 

g) “You are my wife from now henceforth” Rewrite in the reported speech.  (1mk) 
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h) What happens immediately after this extract? 3mks 

 

 

 

i)  Explain the meaning of the following words  (2mks) 

i. Pampered 

 

 

ii.  Palatial 

 

 

 

4. GRAMMAR   (15 MKS) 

 

A. Rewrite the following sentences according to instructions given without changing the 

meaning. (4 marks) 

(i) He is the most efficient worker.  (Begin: No...) 

 

 

(ii) The policemen came as soon as I blew the whistle.(Rewrite to remove the gender 

bias) 

 

 

(iii) She said the young men had stolen her sweet potatoes. (Rewrite beginning with: She 

accused ...) 

 

 

 

(iv) It is so muddy that we cannot play outside. (Rewrite using too instead of so) 
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B. Fill the blanks with the correct form of the word in brackets. (3 marks) 

 

(i) My brother was offended by the ________  (vulgar) of their jokes. 

 

(ii) Adija doesn't know what to do. She is _______ (decide) about moving houses. 

 

(iii) You will improve your ______ (pronounce) if you listen to people who speak well. 

C. Provide the appropriate question tag. (3 mark) 

(i) We need not leave before midday, _______  

 

(ii) Greet your wife for me, _______________  

 

(iii) I am responsible for this, ______________  

 

 

D. Use one word to replace the phrasal verbs in the sentences below. Do not change the 

meaning of the sentences. (3 marks) 

i) Do not look downon people just because they are poor or uneducated. 

 

 

ii) I did not take toMenko at first, but later on I grew very fond of him. 

 

 

iii) I watched the council workers pull down some old buildings. 

 

 

E. Choose the correct pronoun from the brackets to fill in the gap in each of the following 

sentences. (2 marks) 

(i) ________________ Unlike you and______________(him/he), she works best 

early in the morning. 

 

(ii) ________________ The doctor and____________________(we/us) went into the 

ward. 
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